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SCRIPTURAL QUALIFICATIONS, 
1 


Wo 9 5PEL BISHOPS 
MINISTERS of CHRIST 
a rox THEIR PROMOTING Or 

4 UNIVERSAL HAPPINESS. 


1 HE DIVINE ORACLES CHARACTERIZES 
7 GOSPEL BISHOPS, and All Minisrzxs of 
aACHRIST, under the Sacred Grand Appellation of 
AMBASSADORS, STEWARDS, SHEPHERDS, 
aw ATCHMEN, LABOURERS, and SOLDIERS, 
Commiſſioned by CHRIST the KING. of KING 
LORD of Loxvs, therefore if the IMPORTANT 
Venerable Order of the CLzrcy in every Eſtabliſhed 
CHURCH in EUROPE, and all Denominations of 

MixisTzRs, who profeſs to be AMBASSADORS 
or JESUS CHRIST, as though GOD Beſeeched 
ankind by them in HIS ſtead to be Reconciled 
Fo HIM, 2 Cor. 5. 20. Were in REALITY 
RELIGIOUS, Humble, free from all Pride and © 
SOPHISTRY, or DECEIT, * Iſraelites indeed, in 
* zwbom is no Guile” John 1. 47, Endued with the 
ISDOM that is FROM HEAVEN, PURE, 


N 


bo 
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x0} ©ACEABLE, GENTLE & Easy to be InTREATED, 
| Fur. 


Ve 
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Fu. t of Megcr, & Goov Fxv irs, without Partiality: 
and without Hypocriſy, James 3. 17, not Religious 
for Cuſtom or Faſhion, Worldly Repuration, or for 
Earthly Profit and Advantage, „ filthy lucre ſake? 
1 Tim. 3. 3, Titus 4. 11. 1 Peter 5. 2. But in 
Sjoglengſs of Eye, in Obedience to CHRIST, to pleaſe 
| GOD, Matt. 6. 22, ch. 5, 21. 1 The. 4, 1. 2. 
1 With CELESTIAL Zeal, Heavenly Ambition, to Be 
Nearly ALLIED to the KING of Kincs and 

LORD of Lops, EQUAL, if not in a Higher 

Degree, than His Reputed, Brother and Siſter, or the 

Virgin Mary, His Real Mother, Matt. 12. 50. By 

_ - Becoming His Diſciples Indeed, John 8. 31. following 
His Examples and Precepts, Doing all Acts of Real 
Frieadſhip to their fellow Chriſtians, as His faithful 
Servants, John 13, 14, & Real Friends. John 14, 15, 
as ſhining Examples in the World, to the NOBILITY, 
GENTRY, and Commonalty, Both in WORD, in 
CONVERSATION, in CHARITY, in SPIRIT, in 
FAITH, in PURITY, 1 Tim. 4, 12, This conſiſtent 
Behaviour would be Conformable to the Goſpel, 
of CHRIST, and by GOD's Bleſſing be a Glorious 
Means of bringing about a General Reformation, and 
thereby be a CAUSE of Promoting Univerſal 
Happineſs. O that all thoſe who were Ordained 
Biſhops, under the Canopy of Heaven, by PRINCELY 
AUTHORITY, and all Clergymen Promoted tc 
Fele auc Livings by Gentlemen, were in Realit 
| | AOS 


Flock, whom he SPIRITUALLY fed, both Lambs 


1 

APOSTOLICAL BISHOPS 1 Tim. 3. 2, 3, Titus, 
I. 7,8, 9. and all Clergy of every Denomination 
were Actually © able Miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
« not of the Letter but of the Spirit“ 2 Cor. 3, 6, of a 
communicative Hoſpitable Diſpoſitions, taking Delight 
and Pleaſure in inſtrufting of Mankind in General. 

And in their reſpective Dioceſes and Pariſhes in 
Particular, agreeable ro Goſpel Qualifications, re- 
lating to their Behaviour in Particular, © grven to Heſ- 
« p:tality, apt to teach,” which is to be of a Noble, 
GENEROUS, Benevolent, Humane, Compaſſionate 
Diſpoſition, and to Preach at leaſt every FIRST DAY 


in the Week, if not till Midnight, Acts 20, 7, yet 


one Parr of the Day or the other, which was the 
Practice of ARCH-BISHOP Paul, Adts 18. 4, who 
was METROPOLITAN over the whole Chriſtian 
Empire, viz. Timothy, BiSHOP of EPHESUS, 
and Titus firſt BISHOP of the CHURCH of the 
CRETIANS, (as appears by his Poltſcript in his 
ſecond Fpiſtle to His Dearly Beloved don written by 
HIM from ROME, and alſo to his own' Son in the 
Common Faith, in His Epiſtle to HIM, from NICO- 
PLES of MACEDONIA) HE not - only Preached 
on the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Sabbath Public, but on the 
Week Days, © from Houſe to Houſe,” Acts 20, 20, 
like a conſcientious, Zealous, Faithful, SHEPHEKD, 
inſpectiog into the State and Condition of Chriſt's 


and 


| 1 
and Sheep, as Children, young Men & Maidens, i 
old Men and Women, to PraiſeGOD, Pſalms 148. 12. 
The truly Religious, Venerable, ever memorable 
Dr. GILBERT BURNET, Biſhop of Saliſbury, 
Died the 15th of March, 1714-1 5, in the 72 Year of 
his. Age, an Exemplary DIVINE, and a Faithful 
Hiſtorical Writer of his own Times, an Indefatigable 
Preaching PRELATE and Real Goſpel Shepherd 
in the early Years of his. Miniſtry, Abſolutely refuſed 
His near Relations to accept of a CONSIDERABLE 
BENEFICE on Account of Non-refidence; and alſo 
refuſed in King Charles the Second's Reign, ſeveral 
Biſhopricks, even DURHAM, valued conſiderably 
above Five Thouſand Pounds a Year ; has in the 
concluſion of the HISTORY of His own Times, 
wrote his Thoughts Relative to the Diſpoſitions 
and ſelf Examinations and Qualifications of thoſe 
Perſons who have an Inclination to enter into the 
ſacred important Office of a GOSPEL, MINISTER, 
which HE ordered not to be printed till after His 
Death, which muſt neceſſarily appear to every Real 
Chriſtian, to be Apoſtolical Doctrine, and to every 
Man in his right Senſes, even Infidels, that he wrote 
from ne Pure, uncorrupted ſincerity of his Heart, the 
Real deliberate Senſe of His Soul, from a ſingleneſs of 
Eye to pleaſe God, and be uſeful to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, till Time ſhall be no more, as follows, viz. 
That no Man ought to think of Becoming a 
* MINISTER of the GOSPEL of CHRIST, unleſs he 


they are infallible Indications, that He 
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© feels within himſelf a Love for Re ,õ,ẽj witha Teal 


for it and an internal Piety; which is chiefly kept 
up by ſecret Prayer, and by reading of the Scrip- 
* tures: As long as theſe things are a Man's Burden, 
no inward 
* Vacation, nor Motion of the HOLY GHOST to 


© undertake it. The Capital Error in Men's preparing 


* themſelves for that Function is, that they ſtucly Books 


more than themſelves, and that they read Divinity 
more in other Books, than in the Scriptures : 
© Days of PRAYER, Meditation, and FASTING, at 
© leaſt once a quarter in the Ember Week, in which 
they may read over and over again both Offices of 
Ordination, and get by heart thoſe Faſſages in the 


* Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, that relate to this 
* FunCtion, would form their Minds to a right Senſe 
© of it, and be a means to prepare them duly for it. 
Ask yourſelves often (for thus I addreſs myſelf 
* toyou, as if I were ALIVE) would you follow 


© that courſe of Life, if there were no SETTLED 
© Eſtabliſhment belonging to it, and if you were to 
©* preach under the Croſs, and in danger of Perſecution? 


For till you arrive at that, you are yet carnal, and 
come into the Prieſthood, for a Piece of Bread: Study 
to keep alive in you a Flame of Exalted Devotion 
© be ralking often to yourſelves, and communing with 

your own Hearts; digeſt all that you read carefully. 


* that you mer Wender it ſo well, as not to be at a 
© loſs 


ten 
| '« Tofs when any Point of Divinity is talked of : A little 
| Study well digeſted in a good ſerious Mind, will go 
a great way, and will lay in Materials for your 
| .* whole Life: Above all things, Raiſe within your- 
© ſelves a Zeal for Doing Good, and for gaining ſoule, 
Indeed J have lamented, during my whole Lite, that 
1 ſaw ſo little true Zeal among our Clergy: J 
-* ſaw much of it in the Clergy of the Church of 
Rome, though it is both ill directed and ill conduct- 
* ed: I ſaw much Zeal likewiſe throughout the Fo- 
| * reign Churches: The Niſſenters have a great deal 

| among them; but I muſt own, that the main Body 

* of our Clergy has always appeared dead and life- 

'* els to me; and inſtead of Animating one another, 

they ſeem rather to lay one another aſleep. Without 
a Viſible Alteration in this, you will fall under an 


* Univerſal contempt, and looſe both the Credit and 
the Fruits of your Miniſtry. Dreadful Indeed. 
* CLERGTMEN ſhould not only Perform the Public 
Offices of the Church, and Preaching to the Edifica- 
tion of the People, but Watching over them, inſtruct- 
ing them, exhorting, reproving and comforting them, 
* as occaſion is given, from Houſe to Houſe, making 
* their Calling the Buſineſs of their whole Life; they 
* would ſoon find their own Minds grow to be in a 
better Temper, and their People would ſhew more 
Eſteem and Regard for them, and a Bleſſng from 
* God would attend upon their Labours. I ſay, with 
« oftat regret, I have ovlervell the Clergy, in all the 
Places 
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Places thro? which I have travelled, Papiſts, Luther 
ans, Calviniſts, and Diſſenters; but of them all, Our 


Clergy is much the moſt remiſs in their Labours in 
private, and the. leaſt ſevere in their Lives... Do 
not think I ſay. this to. expoſe you, or to defame 


this Church; thoſe Cenſures have paſs'd on me 


for my Freedom during my Life, God knows how 
unjuſtly, my Deſign being all ro awaken the Clergy: 
and by that means to Preſerve the Church, for which 
He, who knows all Things, knows how much and 
how long I have been mourning in ſecret, and faſting 
and praying before him. And let me ſay this freely to 
you, now that I am out of the Reach of Envy and 
Cenſure, unleſs a better Spirit poſſeſſes the Clergy, 
Arguments, (and which is more) Laws and Autho- 
rity will not prove ſtrong enough to preſerve the 
Church; eſpecially if the Nation obſerves a Pro- 
greſs in that Biaſs, which makes many ſo favours 
able to Popery, and ſo ſevere towards the Diflenters: 
this will recommend them the more to Pity and 
Favour, and will draw a general Odium upon you, 
that may end in your Ruin, or in a Perſecution ; far 
which the Clergy of this Age ſeem to be very little 


prepared; God grant thoſe of the next may be more ſo. 
Who it is to be feared are not at this day, 1770. E. G. 


Oh my Brethren, (for I ſpeak to you as if I were 


among you,) think what manner of Perſons you 
« ought to be, in all Holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 


* that ſo you may ſhine as LIGHTS in the WORLD: 


Think 
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Think of the Account you muſt give, for thoſe 
Immortal Souls committed ro your Care, which 
© were Redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, Who has 
© ſent-you in His Name, to Perſuade them to be 
© reconciled to God, and at laſt to Preſent ro Him 
« with Exceeding” Joy 3 He Tees and obſerves your 
© Labours, and wilt recompenſe them Gloriouſly in that 
GREAT DAT, with a Crown that fadeth not away. 

* Feaveall theſe Things on your Conſciences, and 
« pray eameſtly that God may give His Bleſſing to this 
© poſthumous Labour of mine, that our Church may 
be ſo built up by your Labours, that it may con- 
* tinue to be long the JOY of the WHOLE Earth, 
in the Perfection of its Beauty, and may be a Pattern, 

* as well as give Protection to all the Churches cf God. 

In order to Precaution BISHOPS FROM being 
Deſpiſed (by ſenſible People) He declares that © nothing 
Will alienate the Nation more from them, than their 
becoming Tools to a Court, and giving up the li- 
* berties of their country, and advancing arbitrary de- 
* ſigns ; nothing will work more EFFECTUALLY 
on the Diſſenters, than a courſe of moderation to- 
* wards them, this will difarm their paſſions, and when 
© that is done, they may be better dealt with in point 
* of reaſon; all care ought to be taken, to ſtifle new 
* controverſiesin their birth, to check new opinions and 
vin curioſities. Let your PROFITING be to ALI. 
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